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This letter is a review of the abstract of Altayeva Nursulu Sauranbekkyzy’s
dissertation presented in the Department of Religious and Cultural Studies of
the Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science of Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University.

I met Nursulu during her visit to Montreal in Autumn 2016 and she has kept
me updated about her progress via email since then. We have spoken in
person and briefly over email about some of the concepts in her dissertation
and a few suggestions for adaptations.

The topic is certainly relevant to Kazakh contemporary society. As Nursulu
notes in the abstract, since Kazakh independence radical transformations
took place in all spheres of public life, including new religious trends. Most
importantly, a new law «On Freedom of Religion and Religious
Associations» was adopted in 1992. The Latter-day Saints are one group that '
has entered the country as a result, being officially registered in Kazakhstan
in 2000.

Nursulu points out that much of the work that discusses LDS churches in
adjacent cultures (central Asia, Russia) is being produced in Russian. Her
dissertation does a basic service in translating some of the basic LDS
concepts, history, and ideas that are well-known among English-speaking
scholars. They have not, however, necessarily been available to Kazakh
scholars (who cannot read English); this dissertation fills that gap.

The more innovative part of the work concerns Nursulu’s own sociological
study of the Kazakh LDS communities and adherents (mainly new converts).
She asks what are reasons for LDS spread in Kazakhstan and why, at an
individual level, Kazakh people are drawn to it. From the abstract, I was not
able to see precisely what this work consists of. However, based on her
domestic supervisors’ willingness to let the dissertation be defended, 1
believe she has fulfilled the requirements of the KazNU system.



At a larger level, my impression from Nursulu is that her disseration is also
relevant in contributing to what is still a developing field in Kazakhstan: the
social scientific study of religion. This means the disseration will be very
useful as a starting point to create courses for university students and public
education about new religious movements outside of the university,
including perhaps for civic society organizations, religious leaders, and state
officials.

It has been a pleasure getting to know Nursulu through this process and I
have no doubt her work will contribute to Kazakh religious studies.

incgrely,

Associate Professor
Department of Anthropology and School of Religious Studies
McGill Unversity (Montreal, Quebec)

25 JUN 2020

Jou s B



O13b1B Ha AHCCepTaLHIO

Hokropant: Anraesa Hypcyny Caypan6exksizb
Tema: «O6umna MOPMOHOB: PeJIMTHOBEIYECKHUH aHaTH3)).

3apybexHsiii  pykoBomMTENE: Xunnapu Kaenn, npogeccop pemwurumy,
YHupepcuter Makrum.

JT0 mHChMO mpeicTaBnsET COBOI OT3BIB Ha MJHCCEpPTALMIO AJTaeBoii
Hypcyny Caypan6exxgizsr.

Hucceprauys npencrasnena ua kaQye/ipe peNTUrHOBEIeHNS | Ky NbTYPONOTHH,
QakynbTeta QHIOCOGMH M TONHTONOrMH Kazaxckoro Haumonanssoro
YHUBEPCHUTETa HMeHH aib-Papabu.

A Betpernna Hypeyiy Bo BpeMi ee Bu3uTa B MoHpeains ocensio 2016 ropa,
C TEX IOp OHa Jiepiaina MeHs B Kypce CBOMX JOCTHIKEHHH o 3JIEKTPOHHOM IMoYTe.
Mei roBopunu miusO M KPaTKO IO 3NIEKTPOHHOH M0YTe O HEKOTOPHIX KOHLEMIHAX
€€ AMCCePTAalMH H HECKONIbKHX MPEUIOKEHHSX 110 A Al TAIIWH.

Tema, GesycnosHo, akTyamsma s COBPEMEHHOIO0  Ka3axCTaHCKOro
obmecra. Kak otmeuaer Hypcyny B anmoTaumm, ¢ momenra obpereHus
HesaBucuMocTy Kasaxcrana paaukansHele npeoOpa3oBaHus POMCXOMUIIH BO BCEX
cepax OOILECTBEHHON KW3HH, BKIIOYAS HOBLIE penuruosneie Teyenus. Camoe
[1aBHOe, 4T B 1992 roxy 6511 npHHEST HOBEIH 3aK0H «O cBo6o/Ie BEpOHCIIOBENaH S
H PEIUTHO3HBIX 00beanHeHHsX». LlepKoBb Hucyca Xpucra CeaThX nociegnux
AHEH - OJHA M3 TPyNN, KOTOpas BheXaja B CTpaHy B pe3yJbTaTe MONydYeHHS
oduumansHOM peructpammyn B Kazaxcrare B 2000 T

Hypcyny otmewaer, yto Gomsimas wacts paGoTEl, MOCBAIIEHHOM MEPKBIM
CII B coceauux crpanax (Henrpanenas Asms, Poccus), IIPOM3BOJIMTCA Ha
pycckoMm s3mike. Ee nuccepraums oxassiBaer 6asoBylo yciuyry mno nepeBosy
HCKOTOpLIX OCHOBHBIX KOHIEMIMH, HCTOPHH H HeH CT1[, xopomo u3BecTHBIX
HTIIOASBIHBIM y4eHEIM. OHAKO OHM He GbLIH JOCTYIHBI Ka3aXCKHM YUY€HBIM (He
YMEIOLINM YHTATh MO-aHITIHICKH ); 3Ta AMCCEpTaLIHA 3aMOHAET 3TOT Npobet.

Bonee HoBaropckas uacts paboThl  KacaeTcs  COLMONIOrHYECKOro
Hcenenosanus Hypeyny kasaxcranckux o6mun CIII u ux npusepxkeHueB (B
OCHOBHOM HOBOOOpameHHbx). OHa 3amaercs BOIIPOCOM, KaKOBHI IPHYHHEI
pacnpoctpanenus CII/l 8 Kasaxcrane u moyemy Ha UH/IMBH/IyaJIbHOM YPOBHE 3TO
TIPUBIICKACT kasaxcTaHleB. 113 aHHOTAL|K 5 He MOT TOYHO TTOHSAT, M3 YEr0 COCTOUT
~3Ta pabota. OnHAaKO, HCXOAS W3 T'OTOBHOCTH €€ OTEYECTBEHHBIX HAYYHBIX
PYKOBOZHUTEIEH IO3BONHMTL 3AIIUTHTE JAHCCEPTALMIO, A CYMTAl0, YTO OHA
BRINONTHIIA Tpeboranus cucremsr KasHY.

Ha Gonee Bricokom yposre, moe Bneuatienne or Hypcyny takoBo, uyto ee
PACCYXICHHS Taloke BaKHBI JUIi BKNAZd B TO, YTO BCE eule  sABjsercs
pasBuBaoleiics obnacteio B Kasaxcrame: coummonorageckoe HCClIeIOBaHUE
PEITHIHH. DT0 O3HAYaeT, 9TO aHaMU3 GyAeT O4eHb MONe3eH B KaYecTRe OTIPABHOH
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